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Win and Willa are living a happy life in the forest under the 
sweet sunshine of summer.
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The weather is beautiful. They fly between the 
branches of the trees and have so much fun.
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Days pass quickly, and summer soon 
comes to an end.
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“Oh, dear!” Win says. “We were having so 
much fun. But we forgot to collect food for 
the winter.”
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They hurry to 
collect berries and 
store them in their 
favorite tree.
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Fall turns to winter. Snow 
covers the ground and the 
trees have no more fruit.
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Win and Willa have nothing to worry 
about. They eat the berries from the 
store, and their tummies
are always full.
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But this year, winter is long and 
Win and Willa are running out of 
berries. Their food will run out
before spring comes.
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Win and Willa are 
worried. What will 
they do?



13

They can’t think of a way 
to find more food.
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After a few days, they get very, very hungry.
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Willa’s tummy rumbles. “I know,” he says. “Why don’t we fly 
to the sun and ask it to melt the snow?”
Win smiles. “That’s a great idea. Come on. Let’s go!”
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They take off and start flying towards 
the sun. They fly a long way up, and 
trees look very small.
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Then they fly even higher, and soon the forest 
looks like a tiny dot.
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The woodpeckers never flew so high before. 
They are starting to get tired.
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Finally, they reach the sun. But they can’t get 
too close or they might burn.
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“Hey, Sun!” they call. “Can you hear us?”
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The sun gets surprised and looks at the woodpeckers. 
“Yes, I can hear you. Why are you flying so high?”
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“We need your help,” the birds sing.
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“The winter is long, and we have nothing left to eat. 
Could you melt the snow and bring back spring?
Otherwise, we’ll go hungry.”
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“I can’t do that,” the sun explains. “Nature must be 
balanced: winter with summer and autumn with spring.”
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“But I have an idea. You should fly to the 
Woodpeckers Cooperative and ask them to help you.”
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When they hear this, the woodpeckers smile the biggest 
smile you’ve ever seen on a bird’s beak.
“Oh, my goodness,” the woodpeckers squawk. “Why didn’t 
we think of that?”
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“Thank you, Sun!” Then they fly back to the forest 
as fast as they can.
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When they arrive at the Woodpeckers Cooperative, 
they are out of breath!
A cheerful woodpecker welcomes them inside. 
“What’s wrong with you?” he asks. “You look so tired.”
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“We are hungry and tired,” they reply. 
“All the food in our store is already gone.”
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The woodpecker smiles and gives them a drink of water. 
“Don’t worry,” he says. “This is what our cooperative is for. 
You can come here every day and take as many berries as 
you need.”
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“When the summer comes, the trees are filled with berries 
again. Then you can bring some berries back to the 
Cooperative. In this way, you can help us to fill the store 
for the next winter.”
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Win and Willa hug each other and cheer, 
“Hooray for the Woodpeckers Cooperative! Hooray!” 

Then they eat their first supper in many days.


