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Lily and Jack built a small but very charming 
greenhouse in the corner of the neighbourhood garden.
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They used branches they 
collected when pruning 

trees and some old 
sheets of plastic.
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First and foremost, 
the greenhouse was 

a meeting place.
It was like an office 

for the ecological 
community.
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Of course, this was not the main 
function of the greenhouse.

All seeds to be planted in the 
garden will be grown here.
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“Today is Saturday,” Lily said.
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“I invited all my friends to the 
greenhouse, so I can tell them 

about the seeds. How lucky we 
are that it is such a sunny day.”
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“You love the seeds so 
much, Lily,” Jack said.
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“I’m so excited, I could barely sleep last night,” 
Lily said. “Do you think I will be able to tell them 

how important the seeds are?” 

Jack smiled and nodded his head. He knew she had 
nothing to worry about.
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As they chatted, the children 
seated themselves on the grass.
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Lily came out of the greenhouse 
and greeted everyone. “Welcome, 

my friends. Welcome to our 
ecological community!”



“Today I will tell you a story 
about the cooked vegetables 
that you see on your dinner 

table every day.”
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“But first,” she said, “I will give 
one seed to each of you and 

we will see who understands 
which seed it is!”
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Jack had already given one seed 
to each child. Each of the seeds 

belonged to a different vegetable.
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Each child inspected their seed, 
but unfortunately, none of them 

could tell what kind of vegetable 
it was. All of the children seemed 

a little upset. 



Lily realised that 
her friends were 

disappointed, so she 
quickly stepped in.
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“Don’t worry,” she said. “At first, 
I didn’t know about seeds either. 

But the more I planted them in 
the soil, and played games with 
them, the more I learned about 

them. And I was amazed!”
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“When a vegetable is fully 
grown, it is ready for us to 

eat. But we do not harvest all 
the vegetables. We always 

leave one behind.”
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“We leave the last vegetable in the garden until 
the end of the season,” she said. “At the end of the 

season, we take it and carefully remove all the 
seeds. We wash them with water, dry them in the 

sun, and keep them in dark coloured cloth bags 
that we hang until the next planting season.”



The children smiled. They had never heard 
a child their age talking about seeds before. 

They were impressed!
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With great confidence, 
Lily held one hand up 
in the air as she told 

her friends everything 
she knew about seeds.
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“If we do not keep the seeds,” she said, “we 
will not have products to plant next year. 
That means we will have no food to eat.”



“And that means life will end. There is a connection 
between seed and life that the eye cannot see.”
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Like the other children, Jack listened to 
Lily very carefully. Then he thought they 
should take a break and start practicing. 



“Come on, friends,” he 
said. “Let’s plant the 
seeds we gave you.”
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Lily and Jack put soil they brought 
from the compost box into flower pots.
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Each child selected their favourite pot and 
wrote their name on it. Then with love and 
care, they planted their seeds and placed 

the pots on shelves in the greenhouse. 
Finally, they made a list of names so that 

everyone had a turn watering them.
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“When the seeds grow and show 
themselves,” Lily said, “you will be able to 
plant them in the garden. Then when you 

harvest them, remember to keep the seeds 
to plant next season!” 

The children cheered as they walked to the 
volleyball field. Now, it was time to play 

their favourite game!
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